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soon be leading. The United States of America gives for
Peter's Pence and for the upkeep of the Holy See more
than all other nations put together (or nearly so), and it
also provides about half the funds for the Mission Field.
The history of the Catholic Church in the U.S.A. is a
fascinating one. As far back as the time of Washington
there was obviously still a great resentment amongst
English-speaking people towards Catholics. We see it in
two orders from Washington himself, one when he went
to take command of the Continental Army, and the other
in a letter dated March i2th, 1790. In the first he says:
"As the Commander-in-Chief has been appraised of a
design formed for the observance of that ridiculous and
childish custom of burning the effigy of the Pope, he
cannot help expressing his surprise that there should be
officers and soldiers in this army so devoid of common
sense as not to see the impropriety of such a step. It is so
monstrous as not to be suffered or excused. Indeed
instead of offering the most remote insult, it is our duty to
address public thanks to our Catholic brethren, as to
them we are indebted for every late success over the
common enemy in Canada."
In the other letter he says: "To the Roman Catholics in
the United States I hope ever to see America amongst the
foremost nations in examples of justice and liberality, and
I presume that your Protestant fellow-citizens will not
forget the patriotic part you took in the accomplishment
of the revolution and the establishment of the Govern-
ment, or the important assistance which they received
from a nation in which the Roman Catholic faith is
professed."
Here he was referring to the French, who sent over